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Classroom Happenings…… 

Fearless First Grade 

First graders have been busy learning all about Matter! Make sure to ask students what they know 
regarding solids, liquids, and gases. The students will also start to learn about how matter changes. 
Students have been busy working on opinion writing as well and learning how to write an opinion 
paragraph with a topic sentence, supporting reasons, details, and a closing sentence. WOW! The first 
graders are also working on building math fluency through various different math games that  
reflect the concepts of teen numbers, adding two digit numbers with regrouping, and math facts. 
The students have loved having Everest visit and are always eager to read to him and give him 
some love!  
 
 

Thrilling Third Grade 

2017 has had a great start for 3rd graders. We are working on geometry in math class, busy making 
parallelograms and finding area and perimeter. In Unit Studies we are doing lots of  
experiments on light energy. We are also gearing up for NeSA time. Just ask us what some figurative 
language sayings are and we can be sure to tell you if it is a simile, metaphor, or even an  
onomatopoeia! We are especially working hard on AR this quarter so that we can go bowling! 
Whatever we are working on, we can guarantee we are working hard and doing our very best!  

 

Fabulous Fifth Grade 

5th grade has been working hard this semester to improve and grow!  One great opportunity to 
watch their talents at work will be at their musical program on Thursday, February 9th. They have 
been working hard to memorize lines and fine tune their songs!  The musical is under the direction of 
Mrs. Jen Niemann.  

During Math, 5th grade has completed our unit on division with one digit divisors, two-digit divisors, 
and even dividing when there is a decimal in the answer.  Our current unit covers graphing and 
probability.  The next chapter will be centered around algebra, patterns, and coordinate graphs.  
In Reading, students are increasing their vocabularies and working on their comprehension skills 
through the reading of a variety of fiction and nonfiction texts. Exploding Ants is an upcoming  
favorite informational story! 
 

In Language Arts, students are continuing to learn strategies for spelling words. A strategy 5th grade 
has used a lot in this quarter is chunking. Chunking helps students hear and spell smaller parts of a 
word in order to spell the word as a whole. Take the word unfortunate for instance. Students can 
chunk it, "un  for  tun  ate," in order to spell the entire word. Support your child in finding good study 
skills while learning new spelling words and remind them to chunk!   

Also in Language Arts, fifth grade students are also working hard reviewing the parts of speech and 
being able to identify them! Thus far, students can identify nouns, action verbs, linking verbs, helping 
verbs, conjunctions, and prepositions. Coming up next are pronouns, adverbs, and adjectives! 

The fifth graders are studying the movement of the sun, moon, and stars in Science.  We have 
learned about the phases of the moon and the movement of the stars in the night sky. The solar 
eclipse coming on August 21, 2017 to York, Nebraska has been an exciting topic for the students.  Our 
next unit will investigate motion and force.  
 

In Social Studies, students have been exploring American History and have covered units over  
explorers and colonization.  We are now discovering why the colonies wanted to be independent 
from England and how the 13 Colonies won the American Revolutionary War.  Students have been 
adding to their interactive notebooks and will have a great takeaway at the end of the year to  
reflect on their learning for years to come.  



Important  Dates: 

Kindergarten  
Registration 

Mon, Feb 6 (A-E) 
Tues, Feb 7 (F-J) 
Wed, Feb 8 (K-O) 
Thurs, Feb 9 (P-T) 
Fri, Feb 10 (U-Z) 

Also Tuesday evening,  
5-7 pm 

 

York County Spelling 
Bee 

Wednesday, February 1 
 

5th Grade Musical 
 

Thursday, February 9 

Slushie Days 

Friday, February 3 

Friday, February 10 

Parent/Teacher  
Conferences 

Wednesday, February 15 

Thursday, February 16 

Friday, February 17 

 

No Kindergarten 

Friday, February 24 

No School 

Friday, February 17 

Monday, February 20 

Wendy’s Community 
Night 

Monday, February 20 

2016-2017 Y.E.S. Meal & 

Milk Pricing Information 

Breakfast:   

Student:  $1.40 

Guest:  $2.10 

Lunch:  

Student:  $2.65 

Guest:  $3.45 

Milk only:  $.45  

A Moment for Music 

 

 

Come join the York Elementary 5
th
 graders on a musical journey around the 

world as they present, “A New World.” The theme of this program is a  

reminder and celebration of our role in our community as well as from a global 

perspective. The lyrics are set to musical styles from various countries and 

cultures around the world. The performance will take place on February 9 at 

7:00 p.m. in the York High School Theater. The 5
th
 graders are very excited to 

share this with you, and we hope you can join us! 

Boost News 
 

Boost students seem to love the club concept this year.  We have offered a large variety 
of  things including Vex Robotics, Mad Science Club, Crazy 8 Math Club, Gamers Club,  
Coding, Character Building, Caring, Sharing, and Giving Club, as well as tutoring  
and homework help.  
 
Caring Sharing and Giving Club has been busy making cookie snowmen for meals on 
wheels. They continue to take care of lost and found keeping it organized and taking  
recycling out from each class area to the recycling container. They have put their recycling 
support into action by using old CD's to make sun catchers. Additionally they have made 
melted snowmen with tea lights and may other cool crafts. This week they are making 
their own design with beads and I melt them with an iron, they have had some really neat 
ideas. 
 
Science Club has been taking on a few engineering design challenges.  The first week the 
second graders built houses out of popsicle sticks, straws, and sugar cubes.  Each house  
withstood the big bad wolf's huffing and puffing. Now the second graders are building cars 
powered by balloons. The third through fifth graders have just completed their first  
engineering challenge. Each team of engineers were faced with building a boat out of ten 
straws, plastic wrap, and duct tape. The boat had to stay afloat and upright while holding 
twenty five pennies.  Some of our boat designs were a success while other boat designs   
required a few modifications.  
 
Planning has begun for fourth quarter clubs as well as our six week summer program.  Our 
summer program enrollment forms will be available after spring break.  Look for  
enrollment information in March. Summer Boost will begin May 30 and run through  
July 7.  We will not have summer program on July 3-4. 

Calling all piano teachers! 

If you are a piano teacher, or know of one who is looking for more students, please let me know. 
Parents come to me each year seeking a piano teacher, but I am not sure who gives lessons in the 
York area. If you are willing, please get your information to me, and I will help pass it on to those 

who are looking. I can be reached at 402-362-1414 or jen.niemann@yorkdukes.org .  If you  
currently take piano lessons, you might consider passing this on to your piano teacher in case they 
would like to share their contact information. Thanks for your help in connecting current teachers 

with prospective students!  
 

tel:(402)%20362-1414
mailto:jen.niemann@yorkdukes.org


1501 Washington 

Avenue 

York, NE  68467 

 
PHONE: 

(402) 362-1414 

FAX: 

(402) 362-5488 

 
__________________ 

 
Kris Friesen, 

Principal 

Ken Booth, 

Asst. Principal 

__________________ 

 
School Starts 

8:20 AM 
School Ends 

3:25 PM 

 
Wednesday 

Early Dismissal 

2:10 p.m. 

 
 

Reminder from 
PATT:   

 
 

We are accepting 
only Box Tops,  

Labels for  
Education and 

Country Hearth and 
Village Hearth  

Labels  
Thanks for your 

support! 

Preventing the Flu: Good Health Habits Can Help Stop Germs 

 

 

The single best way to prevent seasonal flu is to get vaccinated each year, but good health habits like 

covering your cough and washing your hands often can help stop the spread of germs and prevent 

respiratory illnesses like the flu. There also are flu antiviral drugs that can be used to treat and prevent 

flu. 

1. Avoid close contact. 

Avoid close contact with people who are sick. When you are sick, keep your distance from others to protect them 

from getting sick too. 

2. Stay home when you are sick. 

If possible, stay home from work, school, and errands when you are sick. This will help prevent spreading your 

illness to others. 

3. Cover your mouth and nose. 

Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when coughing or sneezing. It may prevent those around you from 

getting sick. 

4. Clean your hands. 

Washing your hands often will help protect you from germs. If soap and water are not available, use an alcohol-

based hand rub. 

5. Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth. 

Germs are often spread when a person touches something that is contaminated with germs and then touches his 

or her eyes, nose, or mouth. 

6. Practice other good health habits. 

Clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces at home, work or school, especially when someone is ill. Get 

plenty of sleep, be physically active, manage your stress, drink plenty of fluids, and eat nutritious food. 

 

Donelle Ellison RN BSN 

Patti Vincent LPN 

402-362-1414 

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/keyfacts.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/antivirals/whatyoushould.htm
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