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Hello YMS Parent(s)!
What a fantastic first quarter we had at YMS. Students were challenged by their teachers to be creative, collaborate with each other and to think
critically. Teachers at YMS are constantly pushing students to grow. They expect great things from your child and they are happy to be the driving
force that pushes them to succeed.
Thank you to all the parents who were able to attend Parent Teacher Conferences October 7-9. Teachers have let me know that they had meaningful discussions with parents. If you were unable to attend please feel free to contact your child’s teachers.
The last week in October is Red Ribbon week at YMS. Red Ribbon week was started by parents in response to the murder of DEA agent Enrique
Camarena. The parents wore Red Ribbons as a symbol of their commitment to raise awareness of the killing and destruction caused by drugs and
alcohol in America. Here are some suggestions for parents of middle school kids from the Partnership for Drug Free-Kids.
 Make it very clear that you do not want them to use alcohol, tobacco, marijuana or other drugs.
 Find out if they really understand the consequences of alcohol, tobacco and other drug use.
 Get to know her friends by taking them to and from after-school activities, games, the library, and movies. Check in with her friends’
parents often to make sure you share the same anti-drug stance.
 Be sure you know his online friends – as well as his other online activities such as websites he visits, with whom he emails, chats
and instant messages, his Facebook page, and who he text messages.
 Volunteer for activities where you can observe him at school..
 Get your kids involved with adult-supervised after-school activities.
 Make it easy for your child to leave a situation where alcohol, tobacco, or other drugs are being used.
 Call kids’ parents if their home is to be used for a party; get assurance that no alcoholic beverages or illegal substances will be at the party.
 Set curfews and enforce them.
 Encourage open dialogue with your children about their experiences.
November at YMS we will have several activities to support Bullying Prevention. We will continue to address bullying in our Friday assemblies,
the TAIP (Together Anything Is Possible) group will be doing activities with students. As well as having students from Concordia University
perform an anti-bullying message to our students on November 19th.
In our Friday assembly meetings we talk about five ways to deal with a bully. These steps empower students to begin to manage their actions
when faced with bullying behaviors.
1. Ignore- Acting like you don’t care can deter a bully.
2. Walk Away- Walking confidently away can let the bully know that you are not going to be bullied.
3. Talk Friendly- “Please stop saying/doing that to me.” “I really don’t like it when you do/say that.”
4. Talk Firmly- “Stop that! Don’t say/do that again! I have had enough!”
5. Tell an adult- When all of these steps have failed it is time to tell an adult.
We also have discussed with students a saying which states, ”The only thing that matters is how you see yourself!” We tell kids if you think you
are strong, caring, brave, kind, confident, curious, genuine, self reliant then you are!
We are going to have a fantastic second quarter at YMS. Teachers and staff are here for your student(s). We are going to continue to push them
to grow and be better students and young men and women. Thank you for your help as we work together to make the years at YMS some of the
best years in their academic life.

Kenny Loosvelt, Principal

October 16, 2015
Dear Parents/Guardian,
Our Nebraska Commissioner of Education, Dr. Matt Blomstedt, has said that, “Common sense tells us that one child in one grade in
one subject area scoring just below a “proficiency cut score” should not brand an entire school community as failing. Yet, that is
exactly what has happened under a federal policy called No Child Left Behind, also known as NCLB. As a result of this faulty logic,
some schools or districts in Nebraska have not met the NCLB requirement for the 201415 school year.” The federal education
legislation, NCLB, mandates that 100% of students were to be proficient on reading and math academic standards by 2014. Additional
information about how our district compared to other districts in the state will be available on the State of the Schools Report which
can be found at www.yorkpublic.org. Under the current NCLB law, the York Public School District was identified as a district in need
of improvement for the 1516 school year. A district is identified for improvement if it meets this criterion: Does not make AYP in
all grade spans within the district elementary (grades 35), middle school (grades 68) and high school (grades 912)for two
consecutive years in either content area of math or reading, considering all eligible student subgroups.
To be removed from the district improvement status, the district must meet the grade span achievement standards for two
consecutive years. If a district does not meet the state goal two years in a row, they are identified as “In Need of Improvement.” York
Public School is in year 1 of Title I District Improvement Status. The following illustrate our students’ overall performance over the
past five years.
●

●

Increase or maintain % of students who meet or exceed standards as measured by NeSAMath assessment.
○ Spring 2011 score67% of all YPS students/33% of SPED met or exceeded standards (State average: 63%)
○ Spring 2012 score73% of YPS students/36% of SPED met or exceeded standards (State average: 68%)
○ Spring 2013 score77% of YPS students/28% of SPED met or exceeded standards (State average: 69%)
○ Spring 2014 score76% of YPS students/42% of SPED met or exceeded standards (State average: 72%)
○ Spring 2015 score  84% of YPS students/48% of SPED met or exceeded standards (State average: 72%)
Increase or maintain % of students who meet or exceed standards as measured by NeSAReading assessment.
○ Spring 2010 score  69% of YPS students/43% of SPED met or exceeded standards (State average: 69%)
○ Spring 2011 score79% of YPS students/50% of SPED met or exceeded standards (State average: 72%)
○ Spring 2012 score83% of YPS students/42% of SPED met or exceeded standards (State average: 74%)
○ Spring 2013 score86% of YPS students/56% of SPED met or exceeded standards (State average: 77%)
○ Spring 2014 score83% of YPS students/55% of SPED met or exceeded standards (State average: 77%)

As you can see, even though our district has some outstanding scores and has shown growth in each of these subject areas, we are still
not meeting the 100% benchmark. We anticipate that all districts in Nebraska will always have problems with the 100% benchmark.
According to the Nebraska Department of Education, York Public School will remain in “District Improvement Status” until all
subgroups are able to meet the goals (100% proficient) two years in a row.
Please know that we continue to be VERY proud of the important work that is being done at York Public Schools, and we are 
only
sending this letter out because we are required to do so
. Our teachers are some of the best in the state and are committed to making
sure each and every student meets their full potential. When students are struggling, our teachers have implemented a variety of
interventions to support student learning, and the improvement shown in our above data is very good. We also know that
accountability in learning is important, but basing a child and an entire school district on a single assessment does not capture all the
growth and achievement that student or school community has achieved. The growth our district has shown over the last several years
is phenomenal and should not be diminished by current federal policy. With or without NCLB, we will continue to work harder than
ever to make YPS the best it can be!
Hopefully the federal legislation of No Child Left Behind is reauthorized soon and educationally sound evaluation practices of schools
are used in future law. In the meantime, please call myself or Mrs. Beth Ericson if you have any questions about this letter or the plan
to improve the academic achievement of all subgroups at York Public Schools.
Sincerely,
Mike Lucas

Dr. Mike Lucas
Superintendent
York Public Schools

Veterans Day Celebration

When your child is going
to be absent . . .

YMS will be celebrating Veterans
Day with a special program on
Tuesday, November 10, from
2:40 - 3:13 p.m. Veterans are invited to our
student families prior to the program to share
patriotic memories of their time serving our
country. If you are a veteran and would like
to visit our Student Families or be part of the
program, please call Mr. Doud at 402-362-6655
option #1.

When your child is ill and
unable to attend school we want
to hear from you. Please give us
a call at 362-6655, option 1, between
7:30 - 8:30 a.m.
For the safety of your child, we make
sure all absent children are accounted for.

You are more than welcome to attend the
program, as well as many of our students are
actively involved in the program.

Box Tops for Education
Clip Box Tops and earn cash for our school
every time you shop for groceries!
Clip Box Tops from hundreds of your favorite
products. Each Box Top is worth 10 cents for
our school and that adds up fast. Making a
difference has never been easier.

YMS

Thank you to all those who donated to
our annual CANNED FOOD DRIVE
once again this year. Over 3,745 lbs.
were collected and delivered to Blue
Valley Community Action Center on
Thursday, October 29th.

INFORMATION REGARDING INCLEMENT
WEATHER
In case of a weather emergency, information can be
accessed at the following locations:


CHANGE OF WEATHER


As we move into the fall and
winter months the days begin to
get colder. Sometimes middle
school students feel they are
invincible and don’t need to
wear a coat.
Please take time to address this issue
with your child. On days when we are not
having precipitation or it is not extremely
cold we will continue to go outside over
lunch time.

Radio Station KAWL-AM (1370) and KTMX-FM
(104.9) will serve as our primary source for dispensing
“school-closing information.” They are both 24-hour
stations.
In addition “school-closing information” will be placed
on the school district website at www.yorkpublic.org
and through a Duke Alert “Notify Me” for parents who
have subscribed.
If severe weather necessitates an early dismissal, a school
cancellation, or information concerning school buses, it
will be broadcast on KAWL and KTMX.
Bus drivers are instructed to use good judgment in
determining whether a road is passable. Drivers will
notify parents where children can be loaded if a specific
road cannot be traveled. Buses will travel the regular
routes and maintain a time schedule consistent
with the conditions of the road.

Not too late for flu shots. There are several places in York that offer walk-in clinics (no appointment
necessary) to get your flu shots for minimal cost or some will bill to your insurance depending on
your coverage. Consider having your school age child immunized this year. The flu shot or Influenza
vaccine protects you from a virus that causes symptoms like chills, fever, runny nose, sore throat,
muscle pains, headache (often severe), coughing, weakness/ fatigue and general discomfort. The flu
shot does not keep you from getting the nausea, vomiting or diarrhea type “flu” also seen in these fall/
winter/spring months. Also, keep in mind that the flu shot takes about 2 weeks before it is working
well in your body to provide protection. Influenza season may start as early as October and last as
late as May with the peak usually in January and February. Your student should stay home from
school with a temperature of 100 F or above.
Remind you student to wash their hands often, especially after using the restroom, before and after
eating and after coughing, sneezing or blowing their nose. Hand sanitizers are great to keep in you
back pack and use when you don’t have access to soap and water. Hand washing is the best way to
prevent getting sick and spreading illness.

If you have not yet, please contact the school nurse so a plan can be made to care for your child if
he/she has asthma and requires an inhaler/nebulizer or has severe allergies requiring the use of an
epinephrine pen or any other chronic illness like seizures or diabetes.
We want to give a great big THANK YOU to Dr. Sheldon Carlow and his assistants Lexie Schmit
and Jacque Larken from Sullivan Family Dentistry in York for volunteering with this year’s
mandatory dental screening of 7th and 10th graders.
Another enormous THANK YOU to Dave Dayer, R. Ph., Amy York, Alissa Olson and Teresa
Lorang from Walgreens of York for administering Flu shots to our valuable YPS staff.
Last but not least – THANK YOU to Eye Care Associates who donated kits for eye emergencies
to all three York Public Schools. These have made a great addition to the nurse’s offices.
If you have questions please feel free to call and ask either of the school nurses, Donelle Ellison,
RN or Patti Vincent, LPN

November 2015
Sun

1

Mon

Tue

2

Daylight Savings
Time Ends

Wed

5

6

School Picture
Re-takes

2:00 Dismissal

6th grade
D.A.R.E.
Graduation
YMS Gym at
7:00 pm

YMS 8th Grade
College Day in
Lincoln

10

FFA Harvest Moon
Celebration
Holthus
Convention Center

7 & 8 WR-YMS
Invitational vs.
Centennial, Crete,
Fillmore Ctrl.,
Hastings
4:30 pm

7 & 8 GBB Home vs. Hastings
St. Cecilia
7 @ YES/8 @ YMS

16

G

B

9

15

Sat

4

8

B

Fri

3

G

Board of Education Mtg.

Thu

S.S. mtg. 7:30 am

B

11

12

2:00 Dismissal

7 & 8 WR Dual
@ Crete MS
4:30 pm

Veteran’s Day
Recognition
G

Veteran’s Day

17

18

19

2:00 Dismissal

7 GBB @
Hastings M.S.
4:00 pm

B

7

G

13

G

14

B

20

21

S.S. mtg. 7:30 am

8 GBB @ G.I
Westridge M.S.
4:00 pm

B

G

22

23

24

G

25

B

26

G

27

S.S. mtg. 7:30 am

8 GBB - Home vs.
Crete M.S. @
YMS 4:30 pm
7 GBB @ Crete
M.S. 4:30 pm

7 & 8 WR @
Fillmore Central
Tournament @
Fillmore H.S.
5:00 pm

Board of Education Mtg.

B

29

30

B

G

Thanksgiving Day

. . . . . NO SCHOOL - Thanksgiving Break . . . . . .

7 & 8 GBB - York
Hoopla Tourney
w/Central City,
Crete, Schuyler
(7 @ YHS Secondary
Gym/ 8 @ YHS Main
Gym - 10:00 am

28

