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Greetings YMS Parent(s): 
 
Thank you to all parents who were able to attend parent-teacher conferences on February 6-8.  Your attend-
ance proves that you are making your child’s education a priority. If you were unable to attend for any reason 
and would like to speak with your child’s teacher you can call the school 402-362-6655 option 1 or you can 
find the teacher’s e-mail by searching www.yorkpublic.org   

 
In my office, I often get student issues with social media.  Parents here are some tips on how you can  
keep your child safe and a responsible social media user from the National Crime Prevention Council  
and Parents.com 
 

 Keep your home computer in a busy area of your house. 
 

 Set up email and chat accounts with your children. Make sure that you know their screen names  
and passwords and that they don't include any personal information in their online profiles. 

 

 Tell your children not to respond to any cyberbullying threats or comments online. However, do  
not delete any of the messages. Instead, print out all the messages, including the e-mail addresses  
or online screen names of the cyberbully. 

 

 Regularly go over their instant messenger "buddy list" with them. Ask who each person is and how 
your children know him or her. 

 

 Talk regularly and specifically with your children about online issues. Let them know they can come  
to you for help if anything is inappropriate, upsetting, or dangerous. 

 

 Build trust with your children. Set time limits, explain your reasons for them, and discuss rules for 
online safety and Internet use. Ask your children to contribute to establishing the rules; then they'll be 
more inclined to follow them. 

 

 If there are threats of physical violence or the bullying continues to escalate, get law enforcement  
involved. 

 

 Tell your children that you won't blame them if they are cyberbullied. Emphasize that you won't take 
away their computer privileges - this is the main reason kids don't tell adults when they are cyberbullied. 

 
With these few simple tips, you can help your child be safe and responsible users of social media.  If you 
would have any concerns please don’t hesitate to contact Mrs. Badura or Mr. Loosvelt. 

 
Kenny Loosvelt 
YMS Principal 
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                     Hats off to our YMS Spellers 
 
 
 
 

Students from York Middle School competed at the York County Spelling 
Bee on Wednesday, February 6.  Congratulations goes to Lily Houston,  
a sixth grader who took the first place ribbon for Division II. 
 

Second place went to Naomi Spivey, a sixth grader.  Leah Davis in seventh grade, snatched  
up third place, followed by fourth place winner, Kassidy Stuckey, a seventh grader. 
The alternate position went to Angelina Shaw, a seventh grader. 
 

The Division III competition ended in an intense spell off for the first and second places. 
 

Trey Harms, an eighth grader, ended up coming out on top at first place, while Alice  
Coehoorn, also in eighth grade slid into second place.  Alice Coehoorn will represent York 
Middle School at the Midwest Spelling Bee in Omaha on March 2. 
 

Way to go YMS students! 

                Read Across America 

                       Friday, March 1 

NEA’S Read Across America Day takes place each year on or near March 2, the birthday of Dr. Seuss.   

Across the country, thousands of schools, libraries and community centers participate by bringing  

together kids, teens, and books, and YOU CAN TOO!  On March 2, the National Education Association  

calls for every child to be reading in the company of a caring adult.  We encourage all of you adults  

to read with your children!   
 

At YMS we will celebrate the birthday of Dr. Seuss the week of March 5–8. We have various  

activities planned for the students. 
 

On Friday, March 8th, we will have One Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish, Dress as You Wish Day  

as any Dr. Seuss character!   

     Buy a YMS Yearbook! 

     Preserve great memories!         

     Remember fun events! 

     The YMS yearbook is loaded with  

       school experiences, quotes, and  

       candid photos. 

 

     Please make your checks payable to YMS.    

     The yearbooks will be delivered in the fall. 

$20 

          

                                                      

Track season begins  
on Monday, March 11.   

Students must have  
a physical, and a parental  

                consent form on file in  
                order to participate! 

 YMS 



 
Coming soon to the YHS Theatre . . . . .  
the annual YMS Musical! 

 
 

Thursday, March 14 and Friday, March 15  
7:00 pm at the York High School Theater 
  
 
Please join us for the YMS Musical Guys and Dolls Jr!  A  great cast of many Y MS students promise 
a fun filled evening of entertainment!   
 
Guys and Dolls follows gambler, Nathan Detroit, (Cole Schmid) as he tries to find the cash to set up 
the biggest dice game in town while the authorities breathe down his neck. Meanwhile, his girlfriend 
and Hot Box performer, Adelaide, (Leah Davis) laments that they've been engaged for fourteen years 
without ever getting married. Nathan turns to fellow gambler, Sky Masterson, (Trey Harms) for the 
dough, but Sky ends up chasing the straight-laced missionary, Sarah Brown (Mia Burke). Guys and 
Dolls JR. takes us from the heart of Times Square to the cafes of Havana, but everyone eventually 
ends up right where they belong.  
 
Admission is $2 for students and $3 for adults, no passes accepted!  
 
We will also be needing many parent volunteers to help with set, props, snacks, etc. Please be  
watching for more information and contact us if you are willing to help at  
jessica.wagner@yorkdukes.org.   
 
Parents, just a reminder, if your child is a part of the musical cast they need to bring their $20 in as 

soon as possible. 

 
Please note that a mandatory dress rehearsal for ALL cast members will be held Wednesday,  
March 13th in the YHS theatre from 2:30p.m. – 4:30p.m.  This allows them time to work with light, 
sound, and stage crews from YHS. 

     

   Nineteenth Annual York Middle School Honor Band Day 

 

 

 We will be hosting our nineteenth annual “York Middle School   Honor Band Day” on Saturday,  
 March 16.  We are expecting over 250 area 7th and 8th grade band students to attend.  Students  
 rehearse in the afternoon to prepare for a final concert which begins at 6:30 p.m. in the York  
 High School Theater. 
 
 Rebecca Wilhelm from Lincoln’s Moore Middle School will direct the 7th grade band.  The conductor  
 for the 8th grade band will be Jim Kucera, the Band Director at Waverly Middle School. 

mailto:jessica.wagner@yorkdukes.org


March Newsletter 
School Counselor Connection 
 
Although it is hard to imagine, spring really is right around the corner!  And with spring comes sunshine,  
rain, field trips, outdoor recess, and...state summative assessments! 
 
The Nebraska Student Centered Assessment System (NSCAS), pronounced “en-skass”, is the statewide  
assessment system that embodies Nebraska’s holistic view of students and helps them prepare for success 
in postsecondary education, career, and civic life.  It uses multiple measures throughout the year to provide 
educators and decision makers with insights to support student learning. NSCAS is made up of formative  
assessments (used regularly in the classroom), interim assessments (NWEA MAP) and summative assess-
ments (once a year NSCAS summative tests).   
 
The NSCAS Summative is administered each spring to students in grades 3-8 and in grade 11 the students 
take the ACT.  The NSCAS Summative is the statewide assessment that measures student performance 
against Nebraska’s content area standards in English Language Arts and Mathematics in grades 3-8 and  
in Science for grades 5 and 8.   
 
To learn more about the statewide assessment system, feel free to access the Nebraska Student Centered 
Assessment System site https://community.nwea.org/community/nebraska  On this site, there is a Parent/
Student tab that you can go to in order to access the Online Student Tutorial to learn more about the NSCAS 
Summative test.  There is also a link titled “Item Type Sampler” that shows you types of questions on the 
Summative test. 

YMS will be following the testing schedule below.  It is very important that your child be at school on testing 
days and prepared to do their best.    

 

NSCAS Science April 2 and April 3 
NSCAS English Language Arts April 9 and April 10 

NSCAS Math April 16 and April 17 

 

YMS Talent Show 
  

 

The final performance for the YMS Choirs will be the annual Talent Show.  

It will take place on Monday, May 6. Auditions will be held April 2 - 4.  

More details will be made available to the students during class time.  

We are looking forward to another great show!!   

 

  

 No School  

 

 Friday, March 1 and  

 Monday, March 4!! 

https://community.nwea.org/community/nebraska


A NOTE FROM THE SCHOOL NURSE 

ENERGY DRINKS – NOT A GOOD IDEA ACCORDING TO NEW RESEARCH 

According to a recent study done by Yale University, energy drinks like Monster, Full Throttle, Five Hour 
Energy, Redbull, Amp and Rockstar to name a few have been linked to hyper-activity and inattention in middle 
school students.  The results from this study support the American Academy of Pediatrics recommendation 
that parents should limit consumption of sweetened beverages and children / teens should not consume any 
energy drinks.  Children who consumed energy drinks were 66 percent more likely to be at risk for 
hyperactivity and inattention symptoms, according to the study in the current issue of the journal Academic 
Pediatrics.  Along with causing problems such as hyperactivity and inattention, sugary drinks increase 
children's risk of obesity.   About one-third of American children are overweight or obese, according to the 
latest estimates from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  Energy drinks are not 
recommended to replace breakfast or any meal and do not make a good snack students.  If you child is tired 
or having problems staying awake his/her body is trying to tell you something.  Maybe your child is getting 
sick?  Did your child get enough sleep last night?  Is your child eating healthy?  Instead of grabbing an energy 
drink try eating a healthy snack and get 8-10 hours of uninterrupted sleep.  

MARIJUANA – THE STONE COLD FACTS 

Legal or illegal, marijuana, like alcohol, is one of the most common drugs of abuse among teens that has led to 
serious problems and consequences. Remember the 80’s commercial, “this is your brain on drugs”, with the 
egg in the frying pan? Well, that analogy might be more accurate than anyone truly knew at the time.  Today, 
with the all the mixed messages kids receive about marijuana, regardless of a state’s legal stance, knowing the 
facts about marijuana is imperative in addressing the topic. Here are some facts you should know:  Marijuana 
is Addictive - The main active ingredient in marijuana creates a feeling of pleasure. This effect is partly 
responsible for the “high” a person feels when he or she smokes marijuana. It is one of the main reasons 
people use marijuana again and again, which can lead to addiction.  Today’s marijuana – Marijuana being 
produced today has a much higher amount of THC the active ingredient in the drug, as compared to the 
versions available in the 1960’s and 1970s. In fact, the National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) reports that, on 
average, today’s marijuana contains almost 10 percent THC.  Teen Brain Development - Unlike adults, the 
teen brain is developing and often will not stop until the mid-20s. Marijuana and other drug used during this 
period can have a huge and damaging impact, affecting a teen’s ability to develop and grow emotionally, 
academically and socially.  Learning & Memory - The THC in marijuana affects the way that sensory 
information is processed by the part of the brain that controls learning and memory as well with children’s 
emotion and motivation. All of this can lead to problems in studying and learning new things, as well as 
recalling recent events.  Coordination - Marijuana can, and many times will, impair a person’s balance, timing 
and agility/movement. This may lead to things such as diminished performance in athletics or cause impaired 
driving.  Judgment - Since marijuana affects the area of the brain involved in decision making, using marijuana 
may only add to risky behaviors and/or poor decision making teens often partake in because of their brain 
development. 
 
As mentioned before, legal or illegal, marijuana, like alcohol, is one of the most widely abused drugs by teens. 
So the next time you are having breakfast with your kids, crack open some eggs and talk to them about 
marijuana.  
 
For more information on marijuana use and the brain please visit the NIDA website www.drugabuse.gov.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Congratulations 
Marshall Buss  

State Star Candidate  
in  

Ag Placement 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 

YORK FFA CHAPTER 

York AG ED Celebrating  102 Years 

York FFA Chapter Celebrating 91 Years 

 Congratulations To: 
 

Marshall Buss 

Wyatt Cast 

Lauren Kaliff 

Max Kohmetscher 

Sam Kohmetscher 

Shelbi Pieper 

Hailee Pohl 

Nikole Portz 

Garrett Snodgrass 

Dawson Tietmeyer 

Maxx Troester  
 

For Earning the Nebraska  
State FFA Degree 

Congratulations   
 

For Being  a District FFA Proficiency Award 
Winner and Being Declared as: 

 
Gold-State Finalist 

 

Shelbi Pieper    
Nursery Operations Placement 

 

Marshall Buss    
Agricultural Mechanics  

Repair & Maintenance Placement 
 

Lauren Kaliff  
Swine Production Placement 

 

Hailee Pohl 
Goat Production Placement 

Fire Alarm Battery Check  
for Elderly 

Wednesday, 24th  

2:30 pm till 6:30 pm 
By  

York FFA and Fire Department 
Call to set up an appointment 

308-379-1651 

 York FFA’s Greenhouse  

 Opens April 6th  

9:00-1:00 Sat. 

3:30-5:30 M-F 

 
The Greenhouse is almost full! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Again we will be hosting container potting  

 
   * You bring your container 
        * Select the plants you like 
        * We will help you plant your container 
        * We will grow your container until      
                 freeze warnings have passed. 

 
Accepting Containers now!! 

Call or Text:   
Jason Hirschfeld: 402-366-5231 

               Cal Williams:        402-641-6564 







Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

NO SCHOOL 

Spring Break 

2 

3 4 

NO SCHOOL 

Spring Break 

5 

 

 

 

                             G 

6 

   2:00 Dismissal 

 

  Ash Wednesday 

                             B 

7 

 

 

 

                             G 

8 

End of 3rd Quarter 

 

 

                             B 

9 

10 

Daylight Savings 

Time Starts 

11 

Track practice 

Starts 

 

 

Board of Education Mtg.                          

G 

12 

 

 

 

                             B 

13 

   2:00 Dismissal 

 

 

                            G 

14 

 

 

 

                            B 

15 

 

 

 

                             G 

16 

YMS HONOR  

BAND 

1:00-8:00PM 

YHS THEATER 

17 

  St. Patrick’s Day 

18 

 

 

 

                            B 

19 

8th grade class on 

a college visit 

 

 

                            G 

20 

   2:00 Dismissal 

 

 First Day of Spring 

                             B 

21 

 

 

 

                             G 

22 

 

 

 

                            B 

23 

24 25 

7 & 8 TR @  
Central City Quad  
w/GICC/Westridge 
2:00pm 
Board of Education Mtg. 

                                                                      G 

26 

 

York Athletic Dept.  

Friends & Family Night  

@ KFC/Taco Bell 

 

                             B 

27 

   2:00 Dismissal 

 

 

                             G 

28 

 

 

 

                             B 

29 

 

 

 

                            G 

30 

31       

March 2019 

 
 
 
 

YMS MUSICAL  
7:00PM ~ YHS THEATER 


