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Greetings YMS Parent(s):
What a great start we have had for the second half of our school year. Students and teachers came
back ready to put forth great effort and to improve every day. This is an important time for the growth
in your child(s) education this year. Some of the most significant gains and unfortunately losses can
occur in the winter months of a school year. The adults in this building are going to work hard to make
sure students at YMS show gains and we know that you will support YMS by doing the following:
1. Make sure that your child gets school work/practice done. Let your child know that you think
education is important and that schoolwork needs to be done each day. You can help your child
with practice by setting aside a special place to study, establishing a regular time for practice,
and removing distractions such as the television and social phone calls during work time.
2. Ask questions. If something concerns you about your child's learning or behavior, ask the teacher
or principal about it and seek their advice. Your questions may be like these — What specific problem
is my child having with reading? What can I do to help my child with this problem?
3. Demonstrate a positive attitude about education to your children. What we say and do in our daily
lives can help them to develop positive attitudes toward school and learning and to build confidence in
themselves as learners. Showing our children that we both value education and use it in our daily lives
provides them with powerful models and contributes greatly to their success in school.
4. Monitor your child's television, video game, and Internet use. American children on average spend
far more time watching TV, playing video games and using the Internet than they do on completing
homework or other school-related activities. Make time each day for your child to read and do homework
before the technology is turned on.
5. Encourage your child to be responsible and work independently. Taking responsibility and working
independently are important qualities for school success. You can help your child to develop these
qualities by establishing reasonable rules that you enforce consistently, making it clear to your child that
he has to take responsibility for what he does, both at home and school, showing your child how to break
a job down into small steps, and monitor what your child does after school, in the evenings and
on weekends.
A perfect time to talk to your child(s) teacher is February 5 & 6 from 4:30-8:30 p.m. or on February 7 from
8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Parents of 6th and 7th-grade students you do not need to schedule a time to meet
as you did in the fall. Simply come up and talk with your student(s) teachers. 8th-grade parents, you should
have received a letter about student-led conferences and a time for you to sign up. Our teachers want
to partner with parents and we both want the same thing...for your child to succeed. Please come talk
with us at PTC!
We are going to have a great second semester as both parents, teachers and staff work to improve the
educational experience at YMS.
Kenny Loosvelt
YMS Principal

York County 2020
Congratulations to the following students who qualified for the York County Spelling Contest
on Wednesday, February 5. Participating from the 6th grade will be Ty Erickson, Aidan Kadavy,
Madelyn Nielsen, Kali Wardyn, Teagan Wright, and Ryleigh Wright. Alternates are Leyla Ervin,
Julio Humanes, Arianna Schutt, Kayden Turner, Brandon Wilson, and Marcus Young. Spellers
from the 7th grade who will be participating are Sophia Becker, Ishani Chaudhari, Zeke Follett,
Martha Huskins, Rachel Kreifels, Toviel Simons, and Nick Turner. Qualifiers from the 8th grade
are Samson Broumley, Leah Davis, Lily Houston, Ethan Montgomery, Angelina Shaw and Kassidy
Stuckey. Alternates are Elizabeth Beauchamp, Seth Erickson, Tatum Holthus and Raima Kreifels.
The spelling competition will be held at the Bartholomew Performing Arts Center on the
York College Campus.
We wish you the best of luck!

York Middle School Musical
March 19 & 20
YHS Theater at 7:00 p.m.

Musical Frozen Jr.
Auditions are finished and the rehearsals are underway. Students from the 6th, 7th,
and 8th grade choirs are working hard to prepare for the musical Frozen Jr.
Please join us for York Middle School’s performance of Frozen Jr. on Thursday,
March 19, and Friday, March 20, at 7:00 p.m. at the York High School Theater.
Admission is $2 for students and $3 for adults; no passes accepted.
We will also be needing many parent volunteers to help with set, props, snacks, etc.
Please be watching for more information and contact us if you are willing to help at
jessica.wagner@yorkdukes.org.
Parents, just a reminder, if your child is a part of the musical cast they need to bring
their $20 in as soon as possible.

Twentieth Annual York Middle School Honor Band Day
We will be hosting our twentieth annual “York Middle School Honor Band Day”
on Saturday, March 21st. We are expecting over 300 area 7th and 8th grade
band students to attend. Students rehearse in the afternoon to prepare for
a final concert which begins at 6:30 p.m. in the York High School Theater.
Band members must sign-up by Thursday, February 6th to participate.
Rebecca Wilhelm from Lincoln’s Moore Middle School will direct the 7th Grade
Band. The conductor for the 8th Grade Band will be Susan Hottovy from Lincoln.

ATTENTION DRIVERS WHO PICK-UP YMS STUDENTS:
Please remember that there is ONE LANE into YMS to pick-up students and ONE
LANE out of YMS to leave. For the safety of students, please DO NOT form THREE
lanes of traffic. For the safety of students, please be careful and cautious around
YMS. Thank you!

February
School Counselor Connection

One Book One School
The benefits of reading aloud are remarkable. Vocabulary is strengthened, students are able
to share and discuss different ideas and points of view, and many feel more positive about books
and learning.
Having an entire school read the same book brings added joy of building and expanding a sense
of community among students and staff.
This year, YMS students are reading the book Restart for our One Book One School. Family
advisors are reading the book aloud during Family time on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Restart is
a book by Gordon Korman about a thirteen year old boy, Chase, who gets a chance to change
his life as a result of an accident.
After falling off a roof and getting amnesia, Chase forgets everything that has happened in his
thirteen years. Through other characters, Chase begins to learn a bit about himself and his past,
dreadful behaviors towards his classmates. Once he learns that he was the school bully, he works
to overcome his past and make a change. This is very difficult to do as his classmates are not sure
about this new Chase.
Many students can relate to the supporting characters in this story. The story offers students a
glimpse into second chances, making good choices, redemption, and forgiveness. The theme of
true friendship permeates throughout the story and provides students a fun and entertaining book
that sends a great message. Please take some time to ask your child about the book Restart.

Buy a YMS Yearbook
 Preserve great memories!

$20



Remember fun events!
 The YMS yearbook is loaded with school
experiences, quotes, and candid photos!
Please make your check payable to YMS.
The yearbooks will be delivered in the fall.

March 20 First Day of

February is National Heart Month
With just a few small and simple lifestyle changes, you can begin to incorporate heart
healthy habits into your family’s daily schedule. The following are a few ways to help
your family to be more heart healthy:
1. Find free time to use for being active-go for a walk, join a rec center or a league
and play a sport, put on music and take a dance break.
2. Plan weekly menus and make your own meals-learn healthy prep methods, fix
healthy snacks and eat less fast food.
3.

3. Establish a smoke-free home.

4. Develop a routine of ‘quieting’ electronics as the day winds down, and get 7-8
hours of good sleep on a regular basis.
Vision and hearing screenings are being conducted in February for 7th grade
students. If a student does not meet the screening guidelines set forth by the state,
a letter recommending further evaluation will be sent to the parent/guardian.
Normal hearing and vision are vital for learning. If you have concerns regarding
your child’s hearing or vision, please follow up with a physician/eye doctor even if
you do not receive a letter of referral.
Detecting early symptoms of the flu can possibly help you feel better sooner and it
will help to prevent the spread of the virus. Symptoms that might be noted include:
sudden or excessive tiredness, body aches, cough and/or sore throat, and fever.
Influenza is a progressive illness, meaning that your symptoms will worsen before
they get better.
Seek immediate medical care if you experience any of the following: chest pain,
breathing difficulties, severe dehydration, recurring or high fever, or worsening
cough/severe throat discomfort. If you or a family member are diagnosed with
influenza, allow for a reasonable recovery period. For a student to return to school,
he/she should be fever free for 24 hours without fever reducing medication and
they should be able to tolerate normal activity.
Source: National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute; National Institutes of Health; U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

YORK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION
Kindergarten registration will be held at York Elementary School, March 2 through March 6.
Letters will be mailed to potential kindergarten students the week of February 10. If you do not
receive a letter, please contact York Elementary at 362-1414. According to Nebraska law, children
are eligible to attend Kindergarten the year that they turn five on, or before July 31. This is called a
“cut-off date.” School districts are allowed to enroll a child who missed the cut-off date, but turns
five between August 1 and October 15. Parents who are interested in enrolling their child

early should contact York Elementary as soon as possible to ask about the procedure
for early entry assessment.

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
7 & 8 BBB
Home vs Hastings
St. Cecilia @ YMS
9:00/10:00am

2

3

4

Groundhog Day

5

7 BBB - Home vs
Seward MS
@ YMS - 4:30pm
8 BBB @ Seward
MS - 4:30pm

2:00 Dismissal
York County
Spelling Contest
@ York College
P-T Conferences
G 4:30-8:30pm
B

B

9

10
NO SCHOOL

17

7

2:00 Dismissal
7 & 8 BBB Columbus Scotus
@ CSHS 4:30pm
P-T Conferences
4:30-8:30pm
G

YMS
NO SCHOOL
P-T Conferences
8:00am - 3:30pm

14

11

12

13

7 BBB - Home vs
Aurora @ YMS
4:30pm

2:00 Dismissal

7 & 8 BBB Home
vs Adams Central

8

15

7 @ YES/8 @ YMS

4:30pm

B

Board of Education Mtg.

16

6

G

G

B

18

19

20

21

7 BBB @ Crete
MS - 4:30pm

2:00 Dismissal

7 BBB @ Hastings
MS - 4:00pm

22

8 BBB - Home vs
Crete MS @ YMS
4:30pm
G

B

23

24

B

25

26

8 BBB - Home vs
Aurora @ YMS
4:30pm

2:00 Dismissal

B

G

27

28

29

Ash Wednesday
Board of Education Mtg.

G

B

G

B

G

