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Greetings YMS Parent(s): 
 
Thank you to all parents who were able to attend Parent-Teacher Conferences on February 3-5.  Your  
attendance proves that you are making your child’s education a priority.  If you were unable to attend for  
any reason and would like to speak with your child’s teacher you can call the school at 402-362-6655  
option 1 or you can find the teacher’s e-mail by searching www.yorkpublic.org   
 
As I write this letter we have ZERO students at YMS who are either on quarantine or isolation due to testing 
positive for COVID-19!  This is fantastic news.  We are going to continue with the majority of our safety 
measures.  We have relaxed on a few.  For example, we are allowing ¼ of the Student Families to attend  
Friday Assemblies in person in the gym while the other ¾ watch on a live feed.  Having our assemblies  
back has been a terrific addition to YMS.  

 
On February 12th we were also able to reward students for growth and achievement for our winter MAP  
testing.   Students who grew from Fall to Winter in BOTH Reading and Math, as well as students who 
achieved the 90th percentile in Reading OR Math, were rewarded for their hard work. We gave them a  
certificate, a treat, and played some games.  Please remind your child that the NWEA MAP tests that they 
take are extremely important to their learning and for teachers to improve their learning.  Our next round  
of tests will be at the end of the year. 
 
In my office, I often get student issues with social media.  Parents here are some tips on how you can  
keep your child safe and a responsible social media user from the National Crime Prevention Council and  
Parents.com 

 

 

     Keep your home computer in a busy area of your house. 
 

     Set up email and chat accounts with your children. Make sure that you know their screen names  
      and passwords and that they don't include any personal information in their online profiles. 
 

     Tell your children not to respond to any cyberbullying threats or comments online. However, do  
      not delete any of the messages. Instead, print out all the messages, including the e-mail addresses              

or online screen names of the cyberbully. 
 

     Regularly go over their instant messenger "buddy list" with them. Ask who each person is and how  
      your children know him or her. 
 

     Talk regularly and specifically with your children about online issues. Let them know they can  
      come to you for help if anything is inappropriate, upsetting, or dangerous. 
 

 Build trust with your children. Set time limits, explain your reasons for them, and discuss rules for                
online safety and Internet use. Ask your children to contribute to establishing the rules; then they'll  

      be more inclined to follow them. 
 

     If there are threats of physical violence or the bullying continues to escalate, get law enforcement  
      involved. 
 

     Tell your children that you won't blame them if they are cyberbullied. Emphasize that you won't take  
      away their computer privileges - this is the main reason kids don't tell adults when they are cyberbullied. 
 
With these few simple tips, you can help your child be safe and responsible users of social media.  If you  
would have any concerns please don’t hesitate to contact Mrs. Badura or Mr. Loosvelt. 
 
 
 

Mr. Loosvelt, YMS Principal 
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                Read Across America 

                       Tuesday, March 2 

NEA’S Read Across America Day takes place each year on or near March 2, the birthday of Dr. Seuss.   

Across the country, thousands of schools, libraries and community centers participate by bringing  

together kids, teens, and books, and YOU CAN TOO!  On March 2, the National Education Association  

calls for every child to be reading in the company of a caring adult.  We encourage all of you adults  

to read with your children!   
 

      

              Buy a YMS Yearbook! 

     Preserve great memories!         

     Remember fun events! 

     The YMS yearbook is loaded with  

       school experiences, quotes, and  

       candid photos. 

 

     Please make your checks payable to YMS.    

     The yearbooks will be delivered in the fall. 

$20 

          

                                                      

Track season begins  
on Thursday, March 11.   

Students must have  
a physical, and a parental  

                consent form on file in  
                order to participate! 

 YMS 

 
 
Get ready to celebrate National School Breakfast week, March 8-12!   
Did you know that studies have shown that students who eat school breakfast are more likely to: 

 
 

    Do better in reading and math 
 

    Score higher on standardized tests 
 

    Be able to concentrate better and remember more of what  
      they learn 

 
    Be more alert 

 
    Maintain a healthy weight 

 
    Feel better 

 
 
 

If your child does not currently eat breakfast at school, this would be a great week to have them 
give it a try!  Also, just a reminder, YPS has been approved to offer free breakfast and lunch to  
all K-12 students through the COVID relief fund. 
 
Vision, hearing and dental screenings continue for 7th and 10th grade students.  If a student does 
not meet the screening guidelines set forth by the state, a letter recommending further evaluation 
will be sent to the parent/guardian. If you have concerns regarding your child’s hearing, vision 
or dental health, please follow up with a physician/eye doctor/dentist even if you do not receive  
a letter of referral. 
 



 
Coming soon to the YHS Theatre . . . . .  
the annual YMS Musical! 

 
 

Thursday, March 18 and Friday, March 19  
7:00 pm at the York High School Theater 
  
 
Please join us for the YMS Musical Matilda Jr!  A great cast of many YMS students promise a fun 
filled evening of entertainment!   
 
Watch the story of Matilda (Alexis Davis), a gifted girl forced to put up with a crude, distant father 
(Charlie Van Gomple) and Mother (Lael Schwarz).  Worse, Agatha Trunchbull (Sophia Becker), the 
evil principal at Matilda’s school, is a terrifyingly strict bully.  However, when Matilda realizes she 
has the power of telekinesis, she begins to defend her friends from principal Trunchbull’s wrath and 
fight back against her unkind parents. You won’t want to miss this talented group of York Middle 
School students! 
 
The performance will be held on Thursday, March 18th & Friday, March 19th in the YHS theater  
at 7:00 p.m. Admission is $2 for students and $3 for adults, no passes accepted. We will allow  
an audience up to 75% capacity of the YHS theater.    
 
We will also be needing many parent volunteers to help with set, props, snacks, etc. Please be  
watching for more information and contact us if you are willing to help at  
jessica.wagner@yorkdukes.org.   
 
Parents, just a reminder, if your child is a part of the musical cast they need to bring their $20  

in as soon as possible. 

 
Please note that a mandatory dress rehearsal for ALL cast members will be held Wednesday,  
March 17th in the YHS theatre from 2:30p.m. – 4:30p.m.  This allows them time to work with light, 
sound, and stage crews from YHS. 
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March Newsletter 
School Counselor Connection 

 
Although it is hard to imagine, spring really is right around the corner!  And with spring comes sunshine,  
rain, outdoor recess, and...state assessments! 
 
This year’s NSCAS testing will look a bit different. The tests are transitional and are designed to help  
Nebraska prepare for an improved approach to assessing grade-level performance in 2021-22 and beyond. 
 

  The NSCAS ELA and Mathematics tests are pilot tests and will be much shorter assessments than the 
typical NSCAS tests from the past. Students in grades 3-8 will take these pilot tests. Since the tests are a 
pilot, parents will NOT be receiving a score report. 
 

  The spring 2021 NSCAS Science assessment will be given to students in grades 5 and 8. The Science 
test will also look very different this year and is a field test. Since it is a field test, no score reports will be 
available. 
 
YMS will be following the testing schedule below.  It is very important that your child be at school  
on testing days and prepared to do their best so that the state has the data needed to make important  
assessment decisions in the future. 

 
 

NSCAS Science March 30 (during their science class) 
NSCAS English Language Arts   April 13 (a.m.) 

NSCAS Math   April 28 (a.m.) 
 
 
To learn more about the statewide assessment system, feel free to access the Nebraska Student Centered 
Assessment System site https://community.nwea.org/community/nebraska  On this site, there is a Parent/
Student tab that you can go to in order to access the Online Student Tutorial to learn more about the NSCAS 
Summative test.  There is also a link titled “Item Type Sampler” that shows you types of questions on the 
Summative test. 

 

YMS Talent Show 
  

 

The final performance for the YMS Choirs will be the annual Talent Show.  

It will take place on Thursday, May 6. Auditions will be held April 6 & 7.  

More details will be made available to the students during class time.  

We are looking forward to another great show!!   

  

                                         No School  

 

        March 4th, 5th and 

    Monday, March 8!! 

https://community.nwea.org/community/nebraska






 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

 

Track Mtg. 

@ 3:05pm 

 

 

                           B 

2 

 

Read Across 
America 

 

 

                           G 

3 

2:00 Dismissal 

 

 

 

                          B 

4 5 6 

7 8 

NO SCHOOL 

Spring Break 

 

Board of Education Mtg. 

9 

 

 

 

 

                           G 

10 

2:00 Dismissal 

 

 

 

                           B 

11 

Track Practice 

Starts 

 

 

 

                          G 

12 

End od 3rd Quarter 

 

 

 

                           B 

13 

14 

Daylight Savings 

Time Starts 

15 

 

 

 

 

                           G 

16 

 

 

 

 

                           B 

17 

2:00 Dismissal 

 

 

St. Patrick’s Day 

                           G 

18 

 

 

 

 

                           B 

19 

 

 

 

 

                           G 

20 

 

 

 

 

First day of  Spring 

21 22 

 

 

 

Board of Education Mtg. 

                           B 

23 

 

 

 

 

                           G 

24 

2:00 Dismissal 

 

 

 

                           B 

25 

 

 

 

 

                           G 

26 

 

 

 

 

                           B 

27 

28 29 

7 & 8 Coed TR  

@ GICC Quad 

2:00pm 

 

 

                           G 

30 

 

 

 

 

                           B 

31 

2:00 Dismissal 

 

 

 

                           G 

   

March 2021 

  NO SCHOOL —    Spring Break  

YMS Musical  

7:00 pm 

YHS Theater 


