
     

 
 
Greetings YMS Parent(s): 
 
It is hard to believe we have only a few short weeks left of this school year.  The students and teachers  
have been working extremely hard to make this 4th quarter our BEST QUARTER!  We have finished with  
our NSCAS (used to be called NeSA) assessments and we are confident students have given their very  
best effort and that is all we ask at YMS. 
 
Some great things will be happening at YMS in May to close out an excellent year.   
 
- May 6th is our YMS talent show at 7:00 pm.  Come see some very talented students. 
 
- May 7th in the morning will be our Main Thing Day.  Students will learn about many different day to day  
topics that should be a “Main Thing” students learn but often don’t.  Topics will include- how to make  
change, knot tying, importance of community involvement, baiting a fish hook, how to tie a tie, how to fill  
out a job application, yoga, Drivers Education 101, budgeting and more.    
 
- May 7th in the afternoon over 30 careers will be shared with our students as they take part in the YMS  
Career Fair.  We have mechanics, meteorologists, engineers, plumbers, massage therapists, doctors,  
lawyers, agriculture and teachers just to name a few.   
 
- May 14th is our 43rd annual Almost Anything Goes Day (AAGD).   
 
- May 18th at 11:00 am we will have our 8th Grade Recognition in the YMS Gym.   
 
I am very excited to watch our talented students perform and learn at these excellent events.  Hopefully,  
you can come out and see for yourself just how talented our students are. 
 
We truly have in my opinion the ‘Best Middle School in Nebraska’.  This is a place where the adults are  
working hard for kids and kids work hard to learn.  This is a school that promotes individual growth and  
celebrates the “quirkiness” of students as they grow physically, emotionally, socially and academically.   
 
Thank you, parents, for trusting YMS with your child’s education.  Best of luck to our 8th-grade students  
as they transition to YHS and WELCOME our new YMS 5th grade students from YES.   
 
We had a fantastic year and we are going to have an even better next year! 

 
Kenny Loosvelt 
YMS Principal 
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What does your tween get when 
she combines reading, writing, 
and math with summer vacation? 
A ticket to a successful upcom-
ing school year! Here’s how she 
can retain what she learned this 
year—and learn even more.

Issue reading challenges
Have your child put together 

a summer reading adventure 
with cool challenges to check 
off. Examples might include read-
ing under the stars, reading to a pet, 
checking out a book from a section of 
the library she has never visited, or 
reading books set on each continent. 
Add math: Assign a point value to each 
challenge (include fractions), and have 
her keep a running total.

Get inspired to write
Books can be jumping-off points for 

creative writing projects. Your middle 
grader might turn a novel into a picture 
book for a younger sibling. Or she could 
create a comic strip or a board game 
based on a book. Add math: Encourage 

A plan for 
fi nal exams   
Final exams may cover 

more material than your tween is 
used to studying for at one time. So 
encourage him to start early and 
stick to a schedule. He might set 
aside 30 minutes each night to 
review. Devoting time each weekend 
to studying older notes and earlier 
textbook chapters can refresh his 
memory, too.

Start a “just ours” tradition 
Stepsiblings might bring different tradi-
tions to a blended family. While it’s 
important to keep those, creating 
shared rituals can be a nice way to 
bond. Maybe you’ll have pajamas-and-
pizza night on Wednesdays or Saturday 
afternoon tennis. Idea: Start a last-day-
of-school tradition to wrap up the year.

A letter to myself
As your tween finishes this school 
year, ask her to imagine she’s starting it 
all over again. What advice would she 
give her past self? What’s she proud of, 
and what does she wish she’d done 
differently? Suggest writing a letter to 
herself about what she’s learned. She 
can use her insights when she faces 
obstacles in the future.

Worth quoting
“You will never win if you never 
begin.” Helen Rowland

Just for fun

Q: What do you get if you cross a 
skunk with a boomerang?

A: A terri-
ble smell 
you can’t 
get rid of.

Keep learning all summer 

her to write “$2 book summaries” (pro-
nouns = 5 cents, nouns = 8 cents, verbs = 
10 cents, adjectives = 13 cents, adverbs = 
15 cents). Can she sum up a book in 
exactly $2 worth of words?

Pitch a tent
Let your tween set up a tent in the yard 

or basement. She can stock it with books, 
magazines, paper, pencils and other writ-
ing tools, pillows, and healthy snacks. 
Add math: Fill the tent with math-related 
novels, nonfiction books, and puzzle 
books (ask a librarian for ideas).

“You can count on me!” 
When your tween makes a commitment 

and keeps it, people learn they can depend 
on him. Help him be more reliable with 
these tips.

■ Be sure it’s possible. Before 
your child agrees to something, like 
helping a friend rehearse for a play, 
he should think realistically about 
whether he can follow through. If 
he’s not sure, it’s better to say no than 
to let his friend down.

■ Make commitments a priority. Promises take priority over opportunities 
that crop up later. If your teen said he’d wash your car on Saturday afternoon, then 
gets invited to play basketball, he’ll need to finish the car before his game.

York Middle School

Kenny Loosvelt, Principal
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eyes when you ask if he wants to work 
on a puzzle with you. Instead, just 
start on the puzzle yourself. He may 

change his mind later. Tip: Let him 
know you’re there to answer 
questions about changes he’s 
going through. 

Give him space. After years of 
bedtime snuggles and chats, your 

child’s closed bedroom door and 
whispered chats with friends can be 

upsetting. But testing his indepen-
dence is a natural part of growing up. Try 

knocking on his door. Some days, he’ll want to talk! Tip: Stand 
firm on rules about health and safety. But aim to give him 
more freedom about things like fashion and friendships.

Ease into social media   
■Q  My daughter is old enough now to 
sign up for social media accounts. 
Should I let her? 

■A  Children mature at different rates, so start 
by thinking about your child’s offline behavior. 
Does she follow rules you’ve set for her? Is she 
considerate of others’ feelings? 

Ask your daughter which sites she’s interested 
in using. Explore them together, and discuss dangers like cyberbullying. Also talk 
about ways to avoid problems, such as using the “Would I want Grandma to see 
this?” rule before posting anything.

If you let your tween open an account, help her adjust privacy settings. Then, 
create rules. She might have to “friend” you, only interact with family and certain 
friends, and limit her time on social media. Finally, keep checking in to ask how 
things are going. Making social media part of your everyday conversations can 
encourage her to come to you for guidance.

Understanding your ever-changing tween  

Why is it easier to float in the salty 
ocean than in a swimming pool? It’s all 
about density, or how tightly molecules 
are packed together. Share this eggs- 
cellent experiment with your tween.

Steps: Have your child measure 16 oz. 
water into a bowl and gently drop in a 
fresh egg. What happens? (It sinks.) 
Then, she should measure 16 
oz. water into another bowl, 
add 1–4 cup salt, and stir until 
completely dissolved. What 
happens when she drops an 
egg into that water? (It floats.)

A back-to-
school plan

Summer always seems to fly by! Before 
I know it, my son Owen and I are scram-
bling to get ready for the new school year. 

This year, we’re going to start planning 
early. We hung up a wall calendar, and 
we’re using it to keep track of school-
related obligations. First, Owen put soc-
cer tryout dates on the calendar. As soon 
as back-to-school information comes in 
the mail or is posted on the school web-
site, I’ll have him add important events 
like open house and schedule pickup. I 
also booked Owen’s checkup already, 
since his doctor’s schedule fills up fast, 
and wrote the date on our calendar.

Owen is excited to try out for soccer 
and to find out which friends will be in 
his classes next year. Thanks to our cal-
endar, he knows exactly what to expect 
and when.

Eggs-periment: Sink or swim? 
The science: The egg sinks because its 

density is greater than that of plain water. 
Adding salt to the water increases the 
water’s density. Since the water’s density 
is now greater than the egg’s density, the 
egg will float! 

Extension: Have your tween 
experiment with the salt-
to-water ratio. What’s the 
minimum amount of salt 
needed for the egg to 
float? She could also try 
foods of different densi-
ties (apple, potato).

The “in-between” years, when your child is 
no longer a little kid but not quite a teen-
ager, can be challenging for you and your 
middle schooler. Try these strategies 
for navigating them.

Don’t take it personally. Your 
tween is going through big physi-
cal and emotional changes, and 
he’s facing different social situa-
tions. That’s a hormone-fueled 
recipe for unpredictable behavior. 
So try not to overreact if he rolls his 



8th Grade Recognition Tuesday, May 18 

 

The last day of school is Tuesday, May 18, with a 12:00 NOON DISMISSAL.  

We will be honoring our eighth-grade student body at 11:00 a.m.  

Parents and grandparents are invited to attend this event. 

 

             SPRING BAND CONCERT 

 

Plan to attend our Spring Band Concert on Tuesday, May 11th, with the 
middle school portion of the program beginning at 6:30 p.m. in the High School    
Theater.  The high school part of the concert begins at 7:30 p.m.  The concert will 
feature performances by the middle and high school concert bands, high school     
ensembles, and soloists.  Masks and social distancing are required to attend.  

         There is no admission charge for the concert.  

 

 

 

 

           BEGINNING BAND LESSONS 

 

 

Any 6th, 7th, or 8th-grade student interested in being a part of our band         
program next year can get a jump start with beginning band lessons. A parent and           
student meeting will be held on Monday, July 12, at 7:00 p.m. in the Middle School       
Band Room to answer any questions about our band program.  A representative from    
Dietze Music in Lincoln will be available after the meeting to talk about their instrument 
rental plan.  The lessons will be held on July 26, 27, and 28 in the Middle School Band 
Room.  There will be no charge. Please contact Mr. Forsch for more details.  

  
                        FLAG SQUAD AUDITIONS 

 
 
 

Students interested in the 2021-2022 York High School Flag Squad may attend   
our audition rehearsals from May 3 through May 5.  Rehearsals begin at 7:15 a.m. in the      
high school auxiliary gym.  Auditions will be on Thursday, May 6, at 7:15 a.m.  For more          
information, please contact Mrs. Cooper or Mr.  Forsch. 

 

     SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL BAND CAMP 

Future High School Band members should mark their calendars for the      
beginning of next year’s marching season. We will hold our “Band Camp” rehearsals      
on August 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th from 9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in the High School Band 
Room. We will conclude rehearsals with our “Drill Marching Contest” at 7:00 p.m. on 
Thursday, August 5, at the high school marching rehearsal lot. A Band Booster meeting    
is scheduled immediately following the contest in the High School Band Room. 



NOTES FROM THE SCHOOL NURSE 
 
Summer break is almost here!  As this school year ends, there are a few details to keep  
in mind regarding the coming year, and a to-do list that you can work on starting now. 
 

 

 Students entering 7th grade are required by the State of Nebraska to meet specific immunization  
requirements and to have a health physical completed by a physician, a physician assistant or an  
advanced practice registered nurse within 6 months prior to the first day of school.  Please refer to   
the immunization information included in this newsletter.  It is recommended that you schedule  
the physical appointment and begin the process of updating immunizations within the next  
few weeks as they are required for 7th grade students to begin the school year. 

 

 Students that are going to participate in YMS athletic programs will need to have record of a health 
physical completed after May 1st, 2021 and prior to the start of practice for the sport.  In addition to this, 
other required information includes: NSAA consent form, medical clearance form, health history form  
and insurance form.  The YMS office has packets available for pick up with the forms listed.  

 

 Students transferring to YMS from another state are required by the State of Nebraska to have a 
health physical and an eye exam completed within 6 months of entry.  These students also need to  
meet the immunization requirements for the grade they are entering. 

 

 If your child has asthma, severe allergies, diabetes, seizures or other health concerns, please  
contact the school health office by the first week of August to review medical information.  Forms  
requesting specific information are available through the health office and may require completion by  
you and your child’s healthcare provider.  Medical information needs to be updated at the beginning  
of each school year. 

 

 If your student has been diagnosed with asthma or a severe allergy and is going to carry an inhaler  
or epipen, a physician signature is needed on the asthma/allergy action plan that you provide to the 
school health office stating that the student may carry and self administer.   

 

 If your student has a prescribed epipen, an epipen is to be provided by you for the student to be  
kept at school or to carry on them at all times.  

 
**If your student has a prescription medication or an over the counter medication remaining at 
school, please plan to come to the school office to pick the medication up prior to May 28, 2021.   
Any remaining medication will be disposed of after that date.** 

TRANSPORTATION REGISTRATION  

2021-2022 Bus Registration 

 

 

Students must register prior to the deadline  
every year in order to ride the bus the first  
week of school. The deadline for the 2021-2022 
school year is July 16, 2021. The transportation  
registration form is available at the high school 
office. Completed forms can be turned in to the 
middle school office or the Bus Barn at 2904  
Enterprise Ave.      
                                     
Thank you for registering early. 

YORK PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

SUMMER FOOD PROGRAM 
 

WHERE:  York Elementary School 

                1501 Washington Avenue 

 

 WHEN:   June 1 - July 9   

               Monday - Friday 

               No Service on July 5 
 

TIME:  Breakfast 8:00 am - 8:30 am 

            Lunch 12:00 pm - 12:40 pm 

COST:  Free to children age 1 to 18 

Adult Breakfast:  $2.50 

Adult Lunch:  $3.75 



 

YMS Annual Talent Show 
 

Please join us for the Annual YMS Talent Show! This final performance 
for the YMS Choirs will be held on Thursday, May 6 in the York High 
School Theater at 7:00 p.m. 

Admission is free! We are looking forward to another great show!! We          
have many great dance, voice, and piano solo’s along with some comedy 
routines. Hope to see you there! 

 

All students who are involved in small acts have a MANDATORY dress  
rehearsal on Wednesday, May 5 from 2:30-4:30 p.m. in the York High 
School Theater. This is our one rehearsal with the sound and light crew. 
 

PHYSICALS 

Nebraska requires all seventh grade 

students have a physical examination 

by a qualified doctor, Physicians        

Assistant or Nurse Practitioner.          

Seventh grade physical forms must be 

turned  into the middle school office    

by October, 2021. 

 

Seventh and eighth grade students      

participating in sports need to turn in 

their physical and parental consent forms 

before the first practice begins. Forms are 

available in the office or online at http:// 

www.yorkpublic.org under the “Health 

News” tab. 

 

We suggest that you call early to 

make the appointment after May 1, 

2021 for the 2021-2022 school year. 

 

If you have any questions about          

physicals, please call the middle school 

and ask for Sue Arnold, RN.  

LUNCH BALANCES 
 

Please have your son/daughter check 

on their lunch account balance. If  

possible, any negative lunch balance 

needs to be paid by Wednesday, May 

12 and must be paid before checking 

out of school for the summer break. 

Any positive balances will remain in 

your child’s account and will carry 

over to next year. 

Eighth graders heading to York High 
School will have their balance            

transferred to the high school. If you’re 
moving and need the money in your    

account refunded, please let us know. 
Thank you! 

Did your child  

forget to order  

a yearbook? 

Don’t miss out!  

You can still order one until  

the last day of school. 

http://www.yorkpublic.org/
http://www.yorkpublic.org/


MAY 2021
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1

7 & 8 Coed TR 

@ Aurora Invite 

11:00am 

May Day 

2 3

 B 

4

 G 

5

2:00 Dismissal 

 B 

6

YMS 

Talent Show 

7:00 pm 

YHS Theater 

 G 

7

Main Thing 
YMS Career Day 

B 

8 

9 10

YMS Spring Band 
Concert 7:00pm  
YHS Theater 

Board of Education Mtg.

 G 

11

 B 

12

2:00 Dismissal 

 G 

13

 B 

14

   YMS AAGD 

15

7 & 8 Coed State 

Track Meet @  

Gothenburg 

9:00am 

16

Graduation 

2:00pm @ 

York City 

Auditorium 

17

 B 

18
Noon Dismissal 

Last Day of School 
YMS 8th Grade 
Recognition 
11:00am 

19 20 21 22 

23 24

Board of Education Mtg. 

25 26 27 28 29 

30 31 Have a fun and 

safe summer! 

YMS Spring Band
Concert 7:00pm
YHS Theater





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parents/Guardians, 
 
We have some exciting activities planned for York Public School summer program. 
 
Here are the details: 

● The summer program is FREE to students that live in the York Public School Attendance 
Zone or attend York Public Schools 

● Summer session will run from June 1 - July 9, Monday thru Friday 
● Holiday - No Program - JULY 5th 
● The summer program will be Monday through Friday from 8 AM to 12 PM. 
● Students must attend a minimum of five days. 
● Students must wear a mask brought from home.  
● It will be open to the first 30 elementary students per grade level and 45 middle school 

students registered. 
● DROP OFF AND PICKUP WILL BE AT YORK ELEMENTARY 
● The summer program will provide both educational opportunities and enrichment 

activities. 
● All students will be provided breakfast and lunch free of charge.  

 
Attached, you will find the registration form for the summer program.  Enrollment forms MUST 
be complete prior to enrollment. Around the beginning of May you will receive a letter 
confirming your student’s enrollment into the program. Please give the completed registration 
form to your afterschool teacher or YMS/YES office. 

 
Thank you for enrolling your student in our summer program!  It has been a great year and we 
are looking forward to continuing to serve your student/s in the summer. 
 
 If you have any questions about our summer program, please don’t hesitate to contact me at 
amy.vernon@yorkdukes.org  
 
Sincerely, 
 

Amy Vernon 
 
Amy Vernon, After-School Program Project Director 

mailto:amy.vernon@yorkdukes.org


2021 York Public Schools  
Summer Program  

For Current Grades 5-7 
Student Information: 

Name of Student:  _________________________________________________ 21-22 School Yr Grade: _________ 

Attends:  ☐ York Public ☐ Other: ______________________________________          Gender: _______  

Parents or Guardian: Father ___________________________________   Mother________________________________ 

Father Employer: ____________________________________Mother Employer: ________________________________  

Email Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________ City:  _______________________ Zip:___________ 

Home Phone: _________________________________ Cell Phone: _________________________________  

Number we can reach you: ☐ Home ☐ Cell ☐ Other _____________________________________________ 

Emergency Contact (other than parents/guardians): 

Name: _____________________________________________________ Relationship: ____________________________ 

Phone: ____________________________________Cell Phone: __________________________________ 

Club Format 

Each week a different club will take place in the middle school program. You may sign up for one or more clubs.  
 

Check all weeks that interest your student: 

____June 1st - 4th:    Fun With Ag Camp- Learn from different companies how they help the Ag Industry.  We will visit a couple of 

different farms and learn about Ag, Electricity, and Fire Safety. 

 

____June 7th - 11th:   Outdoor Explorer Camp- We will be learning how to set up a shelter, orienteering, and family fishing all with 

the boy scouts and have lots of fun with some outdoor activities. 

 

____June 14th - 18th:   The Wild Outdoors Camp- We will be investigating what wildlife is around us with the help from UNL visitors 

and a field Trip to Pioneer Park.  Plus we will have fun with archery and disc golfing! 

 

____June 21st - 25th:   Cooking Camp- ASC will be doing bake off challenges, learning to prep a healthy meal, and lots of fun science 

experiments using baking supplies. 

 

____June 28th - July 2nd:  Robotics Camp- Learn to work with some of our fun robots and learn how to code them all while doing 

fun challenges. 

 

____July 6th - 9th:  Crazy Summer Fun Camp - Everyday we will be doing science experiments and learning how it happens.  Using 

Math and Art to make a cool string project. Then the last day will be a fun swimming day!  
 

Program Description: 

The summer program runs from 8:00 AM – 12:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.  Each day will include free breakfast & lunch, 

physical activity, academic work, educational enrichment, and an optional free lunch. Summer program students also get to 

experience field trips during the summer program.  
 

  



Behavior Policy: 

Students at York Public Schools Summer Program must be compliant with rules to provide a safe and fun environment for all students.  We operate 

on a three-strike system.  When extreme behavior occurs parents will be contacted and a strike note will be issued.  Extreme behavior would 

include but is not limited to, spitting on others, kicking, hitting, running or hiding from staff, injury to others, and defiant behaviors that result in an 

unsafe situation.  Upon receiving the third strike the student will be dismissed from the YPS Summer Program. 

☐   I have read and understood the behavior policy. 

Pick-up: 

If a student does not have a parent available to pick them up by 12:05 PM if your student is not having lunch OR 12:45 PM if your 

student is staying for lunch: 

1. A warning will be issued. 

2. A second warning will be issued notifying the next time the student will be removed from Summer BOOST. 

3. The student will be removed from the Summer Program 

☐ I have read and understood the late pick-up policy. 
 

End of Day:    Students must be picked up before 12:40 p.m. 

Which of the following will you allow at the conclusion of the day?  
 

☐ My child will stay for lunch ☐ My child will not stay for lunch  
 

☐   I will pick up my child. ☐   My child may walk home. 
 

I specifically authorize the following: 
Yes No I permit YPS Summer Program to use my son/daughter’s photograph on the school website or in promotional 

material for the program. 

Yes No I give permission to summer staff to take my child off school premises. (Numerous field trips planned for the 

summer)  

Yes         No My child has a NON-Food allergy.  (If YES, please specify) _______________________________________________ 

Yes         No My child has a food allergy.  (If YES, please specify) ___________________________________________ 

In order to insure the safety of students with food allergies, proper medical documentation must be 

provided. 

Please request this paperwork upon enrollment. 
 

Attendance: (Initial beside each statement) 
______ I understand that YPS Summer School Program is grant-funded and only receives funds for students that attend 5 days or 

more during the summer program. 
 

______ I understand that enrolling my student say that I value the YPS Summer Program and will plan to meet or exceed the 5-day 

attendance goal. 
 

______ I understand that YPS Summer Program is not a drop-in/as-needed program. 
 

Please Mark all that apply: 
This student:  

☐ is a resident of York School District ☐ in foster care ☐ is a ward of the court 

☐ is a ward of the state ☐ has a current IEP ☐ opts into YPS 
 

I grant permission for my son/daughter to participate in the YPS Summer Program.  I hereby release York Public Schools, its employees, volunteers from any financial 

responsibility or claims for the sickness and/or accident to my child during the YPS Summer Program.  I understand that this program is sponsored by York Public 

Schools and that my child must follow all school rules set forth by the York Elementary and Middle School.  I understand that violations of school rules may result in 

suspension or removal from the program. 

 

___________________________________________________ ________________________ 

          Parent/Guardian Signature               Date 




