
     

Hello YMS Parents! 
 
It has been a fantastic start to the new school year.  We have a group of adults at YMS who are dedicated to helping  
your student(s) succeed.  I am continually blown away by the commitment and dedication that our staff gives to their  
students.  This is a great school district and I believe we have the best middle school in the state! 
 
Students have been very busy this first part of the year.  In the classroom I see students creating, collaborating, and critically 
thinking.  Many students are involved in activities such as FFA, FCA, Teammates, Student Senate, Band, Expressions, Cross 
Country, Volleyball, Football just to name a few!  Parents, please continue to encourage your child to become active at 
YMS.  Students who are involved in an activity feel a connection to the school and in turn, their learning improves. 
 
Our ICU system at YMS is in full effect and what we are seeing is certainly positive.  One of the core foundations of ICU  
is that we stop focusing so much on grading and homework and focus on learning. You might notice that your child has  
fewer grades in the grade book, which is intentional.  We want to focus our time on teaching and learning.  There will be a 
measurement of your child’s ability to learn the standards and that will be reported in the grade book.  At YMS each teacher 
has a restudy retake policy so if a student feels like they can improve their score on an assessment they can do that.  Each 
teacher might have a slightly different way they handle these situations so if you are ever curious please set up a time to talk 
with that teacher. 
 
Here are a few guidelines for the ICU philosophy: 

 

 ICU provides extra time and extra help it doesn’t allow students to fail and expects all students to complete all             
quality assignments. 

 

 ICU develops a culture of learning in which teachers take responsibility for student learning and students returning  
      to active engagement in school. 

 

 ICU teaches students responsibility by not “letting them off the hook” and allowing a zero in the grade book or          
allow them to not connect with the learning.   

 
Thank you for your support with our ICU process and for helping us partner together to ensure your child(ren) is getting  

the best education possible. 
 
Have you heard your student talking about MAP’s testing?  What is MAP’s testing?  MAP is a Measure of Academic  
Progress which is a state-aligned computer-adaptive assessment test.  Once teachers receive students’ MAP scores they  
are provided with information that can develop targeted instruction and improve teaching and learning in the classroom.   
Basically, teachers have a better idea of where each student “is” and “where they need to go”. These scores were shared  
and discussed with you at Parent-Teacher Conferences. 
 
Speaking of PTC.  Thank you for your attendance at conferences and for talking with teachers about how your student(s)  
are doing so far this school year.  Conferences were on Sept. 22-24. If you missed conferences for any reason please feel  
free to email your child’s teachers.  All email addresses can be found on the school’s webpage yorkpublic.org.  Kids and 
teens do better in school when parents are involved in their academic lives. 
 
Thank you for working with your student to make sure they are not only getting their schoolwork finished but also enough 
sleep, food, and love so that together we can make the 6,7, and 8-grade years some of the best years of their life.  
 
 
Go, Dukes! 
Kenny Loosvelt 
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Congratulations to the 2021-2022  

YMS Student Senate Members 
 

        6th Grade                                                   7th Grade                                                        8th Grade 

        Birkley Gray                                                         Colt Eimermann                                                                Brody Booth 

   Kendyl Hirschfeld                                                      Calleigh Lones                                                                  Logan Davis 

      Rachel Holthe                                                          Peyton Miller                                                                 Ava Goodwin 

     Rosie Kennedy                                                           Troy Schmid                                                               Maggie McCarthy 

School Pictures 

 

   YMS will have school pictures   

taken on Wednesday, October 6,  

by Jack Martin  Studios.  We will remind  

students in the daily announcements of  

the pictures and what would be appropriate 

apparel for the best photo.  

 

If your student is missing a coat, hat, gloves, 

lunch box etc. please advise them to visit our 

lost and found!  Due to the high amount of 

items that are collected, we will be donating 

unclaimed items at the end of each month.  Items left  

on the bus can be found at the Bus Barn in their lost  

and found department. 

October 

School Counselor Connection 

 

School is the place where students encounter the bulk of their social interactions, challenges, and 

opportunities for personal growth.  Research shows that providing consistent, purposeful, and  

robust Social Emotional Learning programs can benefit students in multiple ways.  

 

 

At York Middle School, our students participate in the Second Step program every Tuesday during 

Family time.  This curriculum helps build a culture of connectedness and empowers middle school 

students with the skills to succeed socially and academically.  

We have started with the unit MIndsets and Goals.  During this unit, students will learn how to  

develop a growth mindset and apply research based goal-setting strategies to their social and  

academic lives. The other units throughout the year include: 

 

 Recognizing Bullying and Harassment:  Students learn how to recognize bullying and                

harassment, stand up safely to bullying, and respond appropriately to harassment. 

 Thoughts, Emotions, and Decisions: Students learn how to recognize strong emotions and       

unhelpful thoughts, and apply strategies to manage their emotions and reduce stress. 

 Managing Relationships and Social Conflict: Students learn strategies for developing and       

maintaining healthy relationships, perspective-taking, and dealing with conflict. 

Students who receive social-emotional interventions early and throughout their learning careers 

demonstrate impressive and measurable benefits later in life.  At YMS, we are excited to provide  

students with social-emotional learning opportunities.  Every Tuesday evening, be sure to ask      

your child what they are learning during the Second Step lessons. 

 

Jennifer Badura 

YMS School Counselor 

jen.badura@yorkdukes.org 



 

       Yorkfest Marching Competition Ratings 
 
 
 

A Superior (I) Rating from judge Kevin Koopman, an Excellent (II)  
   rating from judge Dick Keiser and a “2nd Place Class A” trophy at Yorkfest was an  
   excellent beginning for our Middle School Band’s marching season.  The band also  
   enjoyed performing for this year’s “Homecoming Spirit March” in downtown York.   
   Congratulations to our 7th and 8th grade marchers on a successful season! 

 

 

               Marching Band Highlights Concert 

                                 Monday, October 25th   

 

        This year’s 6th grade band’s first performance, the 7th and 8th grade Marching  
Band and Drumline along with the Senior High Band, Drumline, and Flag Squad  
will all be featured at this concert in the High School Gymnasium at 7:00 p.m.   
You won’t want to miss the 6th grade band parents’ selection—we’ll find out how  
well the students are able to teach their parents.  Please plan to come out and  
see all of York’s Band members in action! 

 

 

 

YMS Fall Choir Concert 
 
            The first concert for the middle school ensembles is just around the  
corner. This concert will be on Monday, October 18th at 6:30 pm at the York 

High School Theater. This is a concert consisting of York Middle School’s 6th grade choir, 
7th & 8th grade choir and Expressions. This will be a great opportunity for you to hear  
what the students have been working on throughout the first quarter. All choir students  
are required to be at this performance. (High School ensembles will have a concert  
beginning at 7:30 pm) 
 
Please note: middle school (6:30pm) and high school (7:30pm) ensembles will have  
separate performances with different start times. 

 

Concert Dates for 2021-2022 
 

Monday, October 18 – 6:30 pm – YMS Fall Choir Concert 

Monday, December 13 – 6:30 pm – YMS Christmas Choir Concert 

Thursday & Friday, March 17 & 18 - 7:00 pm - YMS Musical 

Thursday, May 5 - 7:00 pm – YMS Talent Show 



 

2021-2022 YMS Robotics at YMS 

 
 
 

 

The YMS Robotics Team provides a competitive element with teams working on bots to take  
to competitions in the Spring Semester outside of school hours, usually on Saturday’s. A practice  
schedule will be given out at the first practice but students should be aware that practices will  
be scheduled for almost every Tuesday at 4 pm, and occasionally on Wednesdays when the  
competition dates come closer. 
 

During our practices, students will master the ideas and concepts behind the engineering design  
process and be able to apply and implement them on every project they encounter to create  
student-generated solutions to multiple problems and engineering challenges. Through work on 
their competition bots, students will have an opportunity to learn basic programming concepts and 
implement those concepts through the design, construction, and programming of a working robot. 
Further information about Lego FIRST can be accessed on their website (https://
www.firstinspires.org/robotics/fll) or by reaching out to Mrs. Kavan. 
 

Students who are chosen for the YMS Robotics Program, will be required to attend all team  
sessions, work hard with their assigned group, cooperate, and be respectful with all participants  
and adults and be a worthy ambassador for the YMS Robotics program at all public events. 
 

Students should be aware of the basic concepts and goals of VEX Robotics as well as understand 
that they will be in assigned teams for all competitions. If you have any questions about the YMS 
Team, competitions, or application please email Mrs. Kavan. 
 

Thank you for your interest in the YMS Robotics Team! 
Please Contact Mrs. Kavan with any questions at elizabeth.kavan@yorkdukes.org 
 

Any student interested in being on the team for the 2021 - 2022 school year will need to complete 
an application form and return it to the YMS Office. 
Application forms are due back by Tuesday, October 5, 2021. 

Pumpkin Patch  
Freewill Donation 

 
 

             All proceeds will be going to the Peyton Parker Lane Playground 

 

Are you in need of pumpkins to decorate your front porch? 
 

You will not want to miss the Pumpkin Patch that will be taking place  
on the east side of York Middle School! 

 

Dates and Times 
October 14, 15, 18, 19, 20    4:00-5:00 pm 

October 16, 23    9:00-11:00 am 
 

Brought to you by YMS Student Senate, YMS Hope Squad, YMS Success, and Sixpence 





A Strong Defense Against Flu: 
Get Vaccinated!

The best way to protect yourself and your loved ones against influenza (flu) is to get a flu vaccine every 
flu season. Flu is a contagious respiratory disease that can lead to serious illness, hospitalization, or even 
death. CDC recommends everyone six months and older get an annual flu vaccine. 

What are some key reasons to get a flu vaccine?

•  Every year, flu vaccination prevents illnesses, medical visits, 
hospitalizations, and deaths.

• Flu vaccination also is an important preventive tool for 
people with chronic health conditions. For example flu 
vaccination has been associated with lower rates of some 
cardiac events among in people with heart disease.

• Vaccinating pregnant women helps protect them from flu 
illness and hospitalization, and also has been shown to 
help protect the baby from flu infection for several months 
after birth, before the baby can be vaccinated.

• A 2017 study showed that flu vaccine can be life-saving  
in children.

• While some people who get vaccinated still get sick, flu 
vaccination has been shown in several studies to reduce 
severity of illness.

Why is it important to get a flu vaccine EVERY year?

• Flu viruses are constantly changing, so flu vaccines may be 
updated from one season to the next to protect against the 
viruses that research suggests will be common during the 
upcoming flu season.

• Your protection from a flu vaccine declines over time. 
Yearly vaccination is needed for the best protection.

What kinds of flu vaccines are 
recommended? 

http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/early/2017/03/30/peds.2016-4244


What kinds of flu vaccines are 
recommended? 
  
There are several licensed and 
recommended flu vaccine 
options this season:

• Standard dose flu shots made 
from virus grown in eggs.

• Shots made with adjuvant 
and high dose for older 
adults.

• Shots made with virus grown 
in cell culture instead of eggs.

• Shots made using a 
recombinant vaccine 
production technology that 
does not require the use of a 
flu virus.

• Live attenuated influenza 
vaccine (LAIV, the nasal spray 
vaccine), which is made with 
live, weakened influenza 
viruses. It is an option for 
people 2 through 49 years of 
age who are not pregnant.

CS HCVG-15-FLU-108 09/11/2020 

Is the flu vaccine safe?

Flu vaccines have a good safety record. Hundreds of millions of 
Americans have safely received flu vaccines over the past 50 years. 
Extensive research supports the safety of seasonal flu vaccines. 
Each year, CDC works with the U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) and other partners to ensure the highest safety standards for 
flu vaccines. More information about the safety of flu vaccines is 
available at www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/vaccine/vaccinesafety.htm.

What are the side effects of flu vaccines?

Flu shots: Flu shots are made using killed flu viruses (for inactivated 
vaccines), or without flu virus at all (for the recombinant vaccine). So, 
you cannot get flu from a flu shot. Some minor side effects that may 
occur include soreness, redness and/or swelling where the shot was 
given, low grade fever, and aches.  

Nasal spray flu vaccines: The viruses in nasal spray flu vaccines are 
weakened and do not cause the severe symptoms often associated 
with influenza illness. For adults, side effects from the nasal spray may 
include runny nose, headache, sore throat, and cough. For children, 
side effects may also include wheezing, vomiting, muscle aches, and 
fever. 

If these problems occur, they are usually mild and go away on their 
own, but serious reactions are also possible. Almost all people who 
receive flu vaccine have no serious problems from it. 

When and Where to get vaccinated?   

You should get a flu vaccine by the end of October. However, as long 
as flu viruses are circulating, vaccination should continue throughout 
flu season, even in January or later. 

Flu vaccines are offered in many doctors’ offices and clinics. Flu 
vaccine is available in many other locations, including health 
departments, pharmacies, urgent care clinics, health centers, and 
travel clinics. Vaccines may also be offered at your school, college 
health center, or workplace. Visit: www.vaccinefinder.org at to find a 
flu vaccination clinic near you.

For more information, visit: www.cdc.gov/flu or  
call 1-800-CDC-INFO

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/qa/flushot.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/qa/flushot.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/vaccine/adjuvant.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/vaccine/qa_fluzone.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/vaccine/cell-based.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/vaccine/cell-based.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/vaccine/cell-based.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/vaccine/cell-based.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/qa/nasalspray.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/qa/nasalspray.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/vaccine/vaccinesafety.htm
http://www.vaccinefinder.org
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/




 

October 2021 
     1 

YMS Only 

NO SCHOOL 

Namle Professional 

Development  

Conference 

2 

3 4 

 

 

 

                           B 

5 

7 & 8 FB-Home 

vs Northwest  

4:30/6:00pm 

 

                           G 

6 

2:00 Dismissal 

School Pictures 

 

                           B 

7 

7 VB-Home vs 

Northwest @ YMS 

4:30pm 

8 VB @ Northwest  

4:30pm 

                           G 

8 

End of 1st Quarter 

 

 

                           B 

9 

10 11 

NO SCHOOL 

Columbus Day 

 

Board of Education Mtg. 

12 

 

 

 

                           G 

13 

2:00 Dismissal 

 

 

                           B 

14 

8 FB-Home vs 

Aurora - 4:30pm 

 
                           G 

15 

 

 

 

                            B 

16 

17 18 

YMS Fall Choir 

Concert at 6:30pm 

YHS Theater 

 

                          G 

19 

 

 

 

                           B 

20 

2:00 Dismissal 

 

 

                           G 

21 

8th Grade 

U.S. President’s 

Fair 
 

                          B 

22 

 

 

 

                           G 

23 

24 25 

YMS/YHS Marching 

Band Highlights 

Concert @ 7:00pm 

YHS Main Gym 

Board of Education Mtg. 

                            B 

26 

 

 

 

                           G 

27 

2:00 Dismissal 

 

 

                           B 

28 

 

 

 

                          G 

29 

 

 

 

                           B 

30 

31 

 

Halloween 

      

Red Ribbon Week 

  October 25 - 29 




